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Gr 4—8—This fun romp is a break from the often-heavy realistic fiction that is
emnipresent in today's literature. Denton, Wendell, Eddie, Elijah, and Bijay,
collectively known as DWEEB, are eighth graders at Ho-Ho-Kus Junior High
School in New Jersey. Just before the Idaho Tests, they are abducted by the
vice principal as part of an evil plot to..well, no one is sure at first, but
eventually it all becomes clear. Each of the boys is gifted in a different way,
and together they solve the mystery of why all the students at their school
are suddenly extremely focused, and, of course, the DWEEBS save the day.
Engaging, but definitely on the fluffy side.—Robin Henry, Wakeland High
School, Frisco, TX
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A week before the [daho tests, fve eighth-grade nerds (whoss initials combine 1o
spell "DWEEB") with distinct skill sets find themselves assembled in Vice Pring-
pal Snodgrass’ office, facing ludicrous charges that they have stolen two thousand
dollars worth of bake-zale moncy. They've been framed 30 that Snodgrass can
make them an offfer they cant refuse: in exchange for not beaing turned over to the
police, they will be confined o a secret room under che school 1o study extra hard
for the tests so that they can get perfecs scores and Snodgrass can get promoted w0
supetintendent. Ar least that’s what they think is going on—rhe actual plot is far
mote nefarious, involving stolen DNA that can be combined and administered
ocally through the warer, producing ideal students who demonstrace rraits of cach

of the five in peefect measure. Olay, so the stience is beyond silly, but the themes
will all resonare: from the anxiety over high-stakes testing w the unfaimess of
detention-loving vice principals o the hotness of school nurses, this whacks all of
the eighth-grade nerd-boy moles. There's even a barking principal, who was the
first experiment with the transfer of DNA through the water, For kidi reared on
Captain Underpants, this will seem comforrably Bmiliar yet much more grownup:
the humor is siteational rather than slapstick and the plot lmtllm::umphx Mis-
siom mpossible-sryle adventure sequence thar plays o cach boy's unique talents.
Give chis 1o nerds and non-nerds who are just beginning co be a lirde bit gynical
about their schooling expenience. KC
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